
Current Ocean ConditionsEl Nino is Coming ! 

And coming in strong !!

The stage is set – there’s no turning back…

The Oceans are a force, and the force will be felt this winter !

Back in Sept 2025 the first El Nino forecasts started appearing of a  

developing El Nino for Winter 2026-27. I‘ve never seen anyone call 

an El Nino or La Nina event out so early, and they nailed it !! 

Below are early bird forecasts from Sept and Dec 2025 showing 

the fading 2025 La Nina and developing El Nino.

Nor have I seen SST prediction lines is such tight 

agreement. Usually, there’s always an outlier or 

two. It’ll be interesting watching and living 

through this El Nino as the weather patterns 

develop and where the storms track or not…



Current Analog Years are Based on Current SOI, ONI and PDO conditions:  1957   1982   1997

 

Keep in mind these years become the winter snow season for: 1957-58   1982-83   1997-98

and are called Water Years 1958, 1983 and 1998.

How Did We Get Here ?

Pete Parson & Crew does a great job looking at changing 

ENSO conditions flowing from one season/year to the next. 

Current Analog Years are based on current conditions as of 

June 2026. His Aug updates with July data will be out soon. 

His cool graphs show the development of this year’s El Nino 

compared to the selected Analog Years. 

It’s still early - these Analog Years are based on 

current conditions thru Jun 2026. Keep in mind, that 

what happens during July-Nov is when Pacific SOI 

and SST correlate the best with our Spring/Summer 

Runoff in the Western US. 

This means – these Analog Years could change but 

there aren’t many other strong El Nino years to 

compare this year to. This year may be the strongest 

El Nino event since the 1870s. 



1st Wild Card

PDO is in Cool Phase and was 

more Neutral or in Warm Phase 

for the other Analog Years.

 

How will this influence, impact  

this year’s El Nino? 

Any bets ?

Time will tell !



Just Arrived Today!

Pete’s Aug Update 

Current Analog 

Years are:

 1973, 1983 & 2024.

Future graphs will 

be updated with 

these years, short 

on time tonight. 



2nd Wild Card

Temps are/have been warming. 

July 2026 was warmest July global temp 

since record start in 1850. 

How will warmer temps impact the 

coming El Nino Winter ? 

More rain - more snow - more extreme ?



Pete’s 

August 

Forecast 

Highlights !



Why we study the Pacific Ocean ?   It’s Huge!

Pacific Ocean view you don’t always see. 

SOI Correlation Map with spring /summer 

runoff.  Same relationship can be found with 

Sea Surface Temps. 

Key is – what happens during July-Nov 

correlates with our winter snowfall and 

summer streamflow in Western US.

3rd Wild Card

Our Sun bigger – still lots 

to learn about our Sun.

This is why many are 

saying the SST won’t 

peak for another 

couple of months. 



Typical El Nino Rainfall4th Wild 

Card 

Keep an 

eye on 

Atlantic 

and 

Indian 

Ocean 

temps 

too. 



Summary of recent & 

historic El Nino 

events from our 

Montana friends

 and 

the last really strong 

El Nino event.



Strong El Nino Years I love this graph !



The previous graph is great to show 

strengths of each El Nino and La Nina 

event. 

This graph includes potential Sea 

Surface Temps (SST) for current 

event compared to past events. With 

El Nino going big this year. This the 

reason there is so much talk about it.

White lines & temps added to make it 

easier to visualize.
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3
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This post shows 

the Heat & Reason 

for the Hype.



Lots going on here:

• 100 F in Arctic July 2026

• Greenland’s Ice sheet is growing

• Record high temps in Northern Hemisphere

• -119 F in Antarctica July 18, 2026

Interesting – this was the coldest measurement on this 

planet since 2012, coldest ever measured was in July 1983,  

another analog year for this winter. 



Lots to watch and learn 

during this El Nino. 



More to learn and keep 

an eye on with this 

developing El Nino.

Any relationships ?



Time to plan and 

be pro active.



Being Pro Active Part II



Fall Forecasts

Now let’s have some fun 

and look at these early bird 

forecasts.

It sure is interesting – now 

that the July ENSO data 

became available all the 

forecasters got busy 

running their models.

I used to say never believe 

the 1st forecast you hear but 

when you hear the same 

forecast from 2 or 3 of your 

unrelated friends, then you 

can start believing. 

Keep that in mind as you 

look thru these and look for 

overlap where the forecasts 

are saying the same thing – 

like southern California.



Nov-Dec-Jan Precip  Dec Snowfall  Sept Pattern   



Fall (Sep-Nov) 

and Winter (Dec-Feb)  



Winter Weather Forecast 



Feb Temp Jan Snowfall  



Dec-Jan-Feb Precip  Dec-Jan-Feb Snowfall   



Fall Sep-Oct-Nov 

Winter

Dec-Jan-Feb 

And our Official 

Forecasts…  

Mine our not 

official, just 

summaries to 

getting you 

thinking…



Who needs a good 

winter and 

snowfall the most? 

Most of the West !! 



From the Spokane 

basin down to the 

might Colorado 

and everyone in 

between.



From Aug 

11, 2026 !!

And more 

snow around 

Aug 28 !

 Time for a 

BC road trip ! 

Doing it ! 

1st  snowstorms to arrive in 

North America this season. 

  Hopefully, many many 

more to follow ! 



Snowfall Total 

thru Sept 5.

Time to start 

watching the 

Siberian 

Snowpack start 

building. 



Super El Nino Analog Years

   1958 April 1 Snow Water Equivalent Map          

Current Analog Years are Based on 

Current SOI, ONI and PDO 

conditions:  1957   1982   1997

 

These are the Water Years for:

1958, 1983 and 1998.

Let’s look at the big picture to see 

what the snowfall, April 1 Snow 

Water Equivalent (SWE), was for 

each year.



Super El Nino Analog Years

 1983 April 1 Snow Water Equivalent Map    1998 April 1 Snow Water Equivalent Map



Super El Nino Analog Years

 2016 April 1 Snow Water Equivalent Map   2024 April 1 Snow Water Equivalent Map



Even though I 

mentioned to only use 

these early bird 

forecasts to look at big 

picture and 

overlapping weather 

patterns, let’s have 

some more fun plotting 

daily SWE data for 

these Analog Years to 

see what the snowfall 

was in 1983, 1998, 2016 

and 2024.

Also include is 2026, 

last year.

There is no daily SWE 

for 1958 - snow pillows 

were not invented 

yet… 

 

Payette 

Boise 



Owyhee  

Bruneau 

Daily SWE data for 

Analog Years 1983, 

1998, 2014, and 2016.

Also include is 2026, 

last year. 



Henrys Fork-Teton 

Snake above Heise 

Daily SWE data for 

Analog Years 1983, 

1998, 2016, and 2024.

Also include is 2026, 

last year. 



Salmon Falls 

Salmon Falls 

Daily SWE data for 

Analog Years 1983, 

1998, 2016 and 2024.

Also include is 2026, 

last year. 

And the year after 

strong El Nino years is 

usually exciting too:

  

Years: 1984, 1999, 2017 

and 2025 !



Daily SWE data for 

Analog Years 1983, 

1998, 2016 and 2024.

Also include is 2026, 

last year. 

And the year after 

strong El Nino years is 

usually exciting too:

  

Years: 1984, 1999, 2017 

and 2025 !

Boise  

Boise 



Here’s the maximum SWE at Bogus Basin for each season since 1942 with Strong El Nino 1958, 1983, 1998, 2016, 2024 

and Years Following 1959, 1984, 1999, 2017, 2025 highlighted.

1973 & 74



Years Following Strong El Nino Events.           2025 Runoff updated in Red box 

2025 Runoff - only a few basins had near normal runoff, and a few less than 80% of average. 

2025 March Forecasts were looking good but record dry Apr/May/Jun dissolved the higher flow predictions.

Here’s a runoff 

summary about 

years after Strong 

El Nino events. 

As we wait, watch 

and wonder what 

happens this 

winter… 

We can still think 

about the winter 

and runoff season 

for 2027-28 as we 

wait & watch to 

see if history 

repeats !

More about the 

flows for Strong 

El Nino years and 

years following 

soon…



This sums up Why - why I’ve learned to watch not 

only Strong El Nino Years but also the year after !! 

Looking forward to this Winter 2026-2027 and the 

next Winter 2027-2028 ! 



If you’re still reading and following, here’s a few more about the wild & 

crazy weather patterns we’ve been seeing with some considering it’s the 

start of the El Nino pattern….



Always fun watching and keeping up the CSSL !!



Stay tuned as 

we see how 

warm the         

El Nino sea 

surface temps 

peaks this 

season and as 

the weather 

pattern impacts 

arrive in full 

force.
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