Snow2Flow Update for early May !

It’s happening — soon we’ll see how
much mid-elevation snow remains to
help flows or not. High pressure builds
over West again while the East remains

cool & wet, ridge image valid thru May 14. |

' Northeast Weather Alert.
% Favorites - 4h- @
The overall pattern across North America remains locked in, and this latest ECMWF ensemble

temperature anomaly map continues to reinforce that idea heading into mid-May... See more
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6-10 Day Precipitationp
Valid: May 9 - 13, 2026
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Precipitation Outlook

168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF
Valid 122 Tue May 05 2026
Thru 12Z Tue May 12 2026
Issued: 10067 Tue May 05 2026

4 Outlooks for Days
e\ 6-10,
)

8-14, and
3-4 weeks
are all saying the same thing —
melt rates will keep increasing until
the show runs out, and slim chance
for rain till the weather pattern
A changes, again, maybe after mid-May.




Daily Snowmelt Rates and Daily Precip Amounts

For those that like watching data - here are SNOTEL
Delta Reports that show Daily Change in SWE, Precip
and Snow Depth (for winter storms).

Just need to train your eyes to look at the ‘Change In’
columns, columns 5, 6, and 9 to see Banner Summit
melt rates increased from 0.4 to 1.3” the past 5 days.

North Delta

https://tinyurl.com/c5he3mmj

Central Delta

https://tinyurl.com/e98az25u

South Delta

https://tinyurl.com/me2s4bzp

Snake Delta

https://tinyurl.com/ysuus2t3

Reporting Frequency: Daily; Date Range: 2026-05-01 to 2026-05-05 1 1

{As of: Tue May 05 10:12:01 GMT-08:00 2026)
**Provisional data, subject to revision™

Date o

2026-05-01
2026-05-02
2026-05-032
2026-05-04
2026-05-05
2026-05-01
2026-05-02
2026-05-03
2026-05-04

2026-05-05

Elevation

(ft) <

7570
7570
7570
7570
7570
7040
7040
7040
7040

7040

Station Name

Atlanta Summit

Atlanta Summit

Atlanta Summit

Atlanta Summit

Atlanta Summit

Banner Summit

Banner Summit

Banner Summit

Banner Summit

Banner Summit

Snow
Water
Equivalent
(in)
Start of Day
Values &

19.0
18.2
17.3
16.3
15.0
15.0
15.2
14.3
12.3

12.0

ST Change In

Precipitation

3;;::: Precipitation Accu?il:;atiun
= Accumulation
qufnralerrt (in) 2 Start of [::\ay

(in) & values -
-0.6 0.0 35.3
-0.8 0.1 35.4
0.9 0.1 25.5
1.0 0.0 25.5
1.3 0.0 325.5
-0.4 Q.0 24.9
-0.8 0.1 25.0
-0.9 0.0 25.0
-1.0 Q0.0 25.0
1.2 Q0.0 25.0

Snow
Depth
(in)
Start of Day
values

1

Change In
Snow
Depth
(in) <

41 -1
39 -2
37 -2
35 -2
332 -2
35 -2
343 -1
31 -3
28 -2
25 -2

Adir
Temperature
Minimum

(degF) <

35.2
42.1
42.6

43.5

24.3
26.8
29.8

22.7
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WestW|de Water Year to Date Precipitation Oct 1-May 3 Snowpack May 1, 2026
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Idaho Water Year to Date Precipitation Oct 1 — May 3

Snowpack May 3, 2026

Water Year to Date Precipitation

Idaho SNOTEL
Percent NRCS 1991-2020 Median

October 1, 2025 - May 3, 20z

Snow Water Equivalent
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Snapshot of Current River Flow for May 3, 2026
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T h e B i g Lost Wh ite Sta I I i o n SMILEY MOUNTAIN, ID (926) SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT

35 [Cument as of 04/2 1!16276: Stats. Shading

When you see it, means the peak -
flow is occurring.

Median (91-20)

30 |Percentile- 67

28
C

- Snow2Flow Relationship shows Big . 2026
Lost River snowmelt peak flow occurs /—/_,,/’ i vm Median
when Smiley Mountain is half melted & X

just after melt out for Lost Wood-Divide. | "< >

These are from Apr 21. 5
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Srow Water Equivalent (im. )

Big Lost River Snow2Flow Relationship
= Snowmelt peak ﬂOW occurs When 35 Current as of 05/04/2026:

% of Median - 113%
% Median Peak - 101%

Smiley Mountain is half melted & just s
after melt out for Lost Wood-Divide.

SMILEY MOUNTAIN, ID (926) SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT
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Srnow Water Equivalent (im. )

40

33

25

20

15

10

POLE CREEK R.S., NV (698) SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT

Current as of 05/04/2026:
% of Median - 22%

% Median Peak - 21%

Days Since Median Peak - 13
Percentile - 0

May 4, 2026

Pole Creek Peak SWE ~11”
60% melted is when 4-5” SWE
remains which means today !

Salmon Falls Creek and Pole Creek SNOTEL SITE

On average, the Salmon Falls Creek near San Jacinto, NV peak streamflow occurs when

Pole Creek RS SNOTEL is approximately 20% melted.

Summary by magnitude MAX SWE

Average
Max SWE 'f:liax SWE Number_ of percent n?elta:l
Category figmtude Years " at time of peak
(inches) Analysis streamflow
Below average =19 9 60
Average 18 - 26 18 42
Above average =25 9 20

The average percent melted for the full 35-year period of record is 20% melted.
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1987
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1ISDA



Stage, ft

6.0

SALMON FALLS CREEK - NR SAN JACINTO (SFLNZ2)

Latest Observation: 3235 ft 03042026 10:43 PDT
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Discharge, cfs

Left - May 4 Run - not enough remaining
snow to make a blimp.

Below - April 21, 2026 run that was overly
optimistic in a low year like this. Diurnal
Forecast increase/decrease below is from
snow melt that just didn’t materialize.

SALMON FALLS CREEK - NR SAN JACINTO (SFLN2)

Latest Observation: 5.34 ft 0472212026 06:43 PDT
6.0 139

Usually need 500 CFS to float to a boat
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Forecast Created: 04/24/2026 15:39 POT
Plot Created: 04/22/2026 07:54 PDT

Observations Provided by US Geological Survey
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Daily Flow Percentiles 1943-2026

(mean daily CFS)

Bruneau River pushing record low since
BRUNEAU RIVER NR HOT SPRING ID (13 16850 records start in 1939 and even less than 1992.
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Daily Flow Percentiles 1949-2026
OWYHEE RIVER NR ROME OR (13181000)
(mean daily CFS)

Owyhee River is chasing 1992 levels.
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May 1 1991-2020 Averge 22.5

m May 1 Snow Water

May 1 MF Salmon River Basin 3 Station Snow Index for Years 1963 - 2026
Banner Summit, Deadwood Summit, Morgan Creek

Other similar or low SWE

years as this year, May 1, 2026
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Srnow Water Equivalent (irm. )
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SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT IN MIDDLE FORK SALMON

MF Salmon Snow 80% of Median

Based on these 3 sites:

Current as of 05/04/2026: Station Name & Elevixtmn
% of Median - 80%
% Median Peak - 58% .
Days Since Median Peak - 24 Banner Summit 7040
Percentile - 38
Deadwood Summit 6990
Morgan Creek 7620

Oct 1

Nov 1 Dec 1 Jan 1 Feb 1

Mar 1

Other similar or low
SWE years as 2026. Median Peak SWE
Years Wlth Iate melt Median ('91-20)

= Stats. Shading

not included. — 202 (1 stes)
2024 (3 sites
—— 2021 (3 sites
—— 2020 (3 sites
(

)
)
)
—— 2010 (3 sites)

Apr 1 May 1 Jun 1 Jul 1 11CNA



Srow Water Equivalent (im.

BANNER SUMMIT, ID (312) SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT

Banner Summit Snow 68% of Median

H Median Peak SWE
Elevation 7040 ft edian Pez
40 |Current as of 05/04/2026: Median ('91-'20)
% of Median - 68% Stats. Shading
‘gu Meg!an Paal;l- 49;;5 o —_ 2026
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20 — 2013
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Srnow Water Equivalent (im. )
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DEADWOOD SUMMIT, ID (439) SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT
Deadwood Summit Snow 93% of Median

Current as of 05/04/2026: Median ('91-'20)
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Srnow Water Equivalent {(im. )
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MORGAN CREEK, ID (639) SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT

Morgan Creek Snow 9% of Median
E|evati0n 7620 ft Median Peak SWE

Current as of 05/04/2026: Median ('91-'20)
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Daily Flow Percentiles 1973-2026
MF SALMON RIVER AT MF LODGE NR YELLOW PINE ID (13309220)

(mean daily CFS)
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Salmon River Basin

MF SALMON RIVER AND BANNER SUMMIT SNOTEL SITE
Discharge Data Years used in analysis: 1981, 1999 - 2016
Gage Height Data Years used in analysis: 1982 -1984, 1986, 1988 -1998

Using combined DISCHARGE and GAGE HEIGHT years, on average, peak streamflow for the
MF Salmon at MF Lodge near Yellow Pine Idaho occurs when Banner Summit SNOTEL is
between 66 and 90% melted.

Summary of combined DISCHARGE and GAGE HEIGHT years categorized by max SWE
magnitude.

Number
Max SWE | of Years | Average percent
Max SWE Magnitude in melted at time of
Category {inches) | Analysis | peak streamflow
Below average <21 9 90
Average fo-31 16 4 61
Above average |/ =30 9 66

Note - this analysis uges all years available and did hot eliminate potential non-snowmelt peaks

Using DISCHARGE ONLY years, on average, peal streamflow for the MF Salmon at MF Lodge
near Yellow Pine Idgho occurs when Banner Sumnpit SNOTEL is between 64 and 81% melted.

/
With mﬁltiple Banner SWE peaks around
18-20”’, we’ll use both 61% and 90%
melted analysis to indicate when a MF

snowmelt peak may occur. This puts
remaining SWE at 8 to 2” of SWE.

This still agrees with April 20 Snow2Flow
post.

Srhowve Water Eqguiwvalemt (irm. ]

Back 2 Banner
Snow2Flow Relationship with MF Salmon River

BANNER SUMMIT, ID (312) SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT

40 Current as of 05/04/2026:
% of Median - 68%
% Median Peak - 49%
Days Since Medlan Peak - 23
5 ercentie - 29
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Stage, ft
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MF SALMON - MIDDLE FORK LODGE (MIDI1)

Latest Observation: 3.42 ft 04/2002026 14:45 PDT

Forecast

Trend

W 1M 12 13 14 15

Apr

% 17 18 1B 20 H 2 B M B B F B BB I M

Day of Month

— Forecast

& Historical Max

w Historical Min < Historical Mean — Observation

— Trend

Forecast Created: 04/20/2026 15:13 PDT

Plot Created: 04/20/2026 15:48 PDT

935

6748

4631

3704

227

kL]

Discharge, cfs

Observations Provided by US Geological Survey

Previous MF run from April 20 and current May 4 run agrees with

Banner Summit Snow2Flow mid-May snowmelt peak.

MF Peak Forecast also shows 50% Exceedance of peak on May 16.

MF SALMON--MIDDLE FORK LODGE (MIDI1)

Forecasts for Water Year 2026
Ensemble Date: 2026-05-04
Forecast Period: May 4 to September 1

Exceedence Stage Discharge Probable

Probability fest CFSs Date of Peak
95 9% 517 5014 2026-05-14
90 % H 517 H 6015 || 2026-05-14
70 % H 517 H 6017 || 2026-05-14

| 50 % 525 6179 2026-05-16 |

30 % 5 49 6716 2026-05-19
10 % 638 2880 2026-06-05
05 % | 6.83 | 10081 I 2026-06-08

Stage, ft

MF SALMON - MIDDLE FORK LODGE (MIDI1)

Latest Observation: 436 ft 05/04/2026 18:45 PDT

60 | * 7935
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25 1 1485
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A Day of Month

2 13 14 15

— Forecast

& Historical Max  w Historical Min @+ Historical Mean — Ohbservation

— Trend

Forecast Created: 030472026 15:21 PDT
Plot Created: 05/04/2026 19:49 PDT

Observations Provided by US Geological Survey




Stage, ft

Latest Observation: 1781 ft 042002026 14:45PDT

SALMON - AT WHITEBIRD (WHBI1)

2.0 r é
t ~30,000 CFS |
‘#
21.0 &, i
20,0 -
19.0 -
18.0 & T -
Lol
- ke
17.0 Forecast Tremod

m 1" 12 13 14

15 1% 17 18

20 M 2 23 M 2% ¥ XF 28 29 30
Day of Month

— Forecast

& Historical Max

¥ Historical Min

Historical Mean

— Observation — Trend

Forecast Created: 0472002026 15:13 PDT

Plot Created: 0472002026 15:530 PDT

Observations Provided by US Geological Surve

29288

25074

17635

14409

SALMON--AT WHITEBIRD (WHBI1)

Forecasts for Water Year 2026
Ensemble Date: 2026-05-04
Forecast Period: May 4 to September 1

orobabilty oy e Dato of Pack
| 95 % I 21.88 | 33281 I 2026-05-14 |
| 90 % I 2188 | 33281 I 2026-05-14 |
| 70 % 2188 33281 2026-05-14 |
| 50 % 22.10 34304 2026-05-17 |
| 30 % 1 2285 | 37941 1 2026-05-20 |
| 10 % | 2a19 | 44954 [ 2026-05-29 |
| 05 % I 26.05 | 55624 I 2026-06-04 |

Previous Salmon at Whitebird run from April 20 and
current May 4 run.

Peak Forecast shows 50% Exceedance on May 17.
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SALMON - AT WHITEBIRD (WHBI1)
Latest Observation: 19.23 ft 0304/2026 19:453PDT
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Snow Water Equivalent (in. )

40

35

30

25

20

SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT IN SALMON
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Daily Flow Percentiles 1926-2026
SALMON RIVER AT WHITE BIRD ID (13317000)
(mean daily CFS)
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Snow Water Equivalent (in.)

SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT IN SELWAY

SE'Way BaSin Snow 71% Of Median Median Peak SWE
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Srnow Water Equivalent (in.)

TWIN LAKES, MT (836) SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT

s Twin Lakes Snow 94% of Median * Wt Pk S
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Clearwater River Basin

SELWAY RIVER AND TWIN LAKES SNOTELSITE

On average, peak streamflow for the Selway River near Lowell, Idaho occurs when Twin Lakes
SNOTEL is between 26 and 33% melted.

Summary of all years by max SWE magnitude

Range of | Number
Max SWE | of Years | Average percent
Max SWE Magnitude in melted at time of
Category (inches) | Analysis | peak streamflow
Below average <35 11 33
Average 34-49 25 33 |
Above average >4 12 /ff 26

Note - this analysis uses all years availgble did not eliminate potential non-snowmelt peaks

The average percent melted for thfe full 48-year periothaf record is 33% melted.

/

With several S\pAE peaks around 37”\,Awe’ll use
33% melted analysis to indicate when the Selway
snowmelt peak may occur. This puts remaining
SWE at about 25” of SWE, maybe mid-May,
similar as April 20 post.

Peak could occur earlier with less mid-snow to
feed the tributaries and no guarantees future
increase will exceed previous.

Keep in mind Snow2Flow Relationships are for
predicting timing not magnitude of peak — rain is
not considered. With rain, all bets are off.

Srhoww Water Equiwvalermt (im. )

Snow2Flow Relationship Twin Lakes and Selway River

TWIN LAKES, MT (836) SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT
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Daily Flow Percentiles 1929-2026
SELWAY RIVER NR LOWELL ID (13336500)
(mean daily CFS)
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SELWAY - NEAR LOWELL (SELI1 . . = =
(SELH) Previous Selway run from April 20, and current May 4 run agrees with Twin
Latest Observation: 6.41 ft 04/2002026 17:00 PDT o
100 21268 Lakes Snow2Flow mid-May snowmelt peak.
I Peak Forecast shows 50% Exceedance for peak on May 17.
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