
El Nino is Coming ! And coming in strong !!

Always fun to watch this every few years.
https://tinyurl.com/4fcfzs55

Lots of El Nino Weather Watchers out there…

Here’s a summary of interesting ones to explain:

- How did we get here,

- Summer weather pattern,

- What’s happening in Pacific,

- What’s happened in past,

- What analog years are currently being used,

- Can we still use the past to hedge our outlooks on the 

future – next post we’ll look at past Strong El Nino Years 

at a watershed near you... 

https://tinyurl.com/4fcfzs55


Current Analog Years Based on Current SOI, ONI and PDO conditions:

1963         1997        2002 

How did we get here ?

Current Analog Years based on current conditions as 

of end of March 2026 show development of this year’s 

El Nino track with analog years. 

It’s still early - these Analog Years are based 

on March conditions. Selected Analog Years 

may/probably will change as the stage is set 

and ENSO reaches full potential this fall. 

See NOAA’s May 14,  2026 ENSO Alert 

Status below. 











Highlights from May 7, 2026:

SEVERE WEATHER EUROPE
Atmospheric Code Red: 2026 Super 
El Niño Now Trending Toward 
Record-Breaking Intensity
By Author Andrej Flis
Posted on Published: 07/05/2026

https://www.severe-weather.eu/
https://www.severe-weather.eu/author/asflis/


Interesting analysis of summer weather pattern that also reflect a developing El Nino’s.

Temp Anomaly for Jun/Jul/Aug                    Precip Anomaly for Jun/Jul/Aug



Typical El Nino Rainfall Map                                             & Super El Nino Winter Composite of Snowfall Anomaly 





This sums up Why - why I’ve learned to watch Strong 

El Nino Years but also the year after !! Looking forward 

to this Winter 2026-2027 and the next Winter 2027-28 !! 

See last slide about the year after ! 



Super El Nino Analog Years

     2016 April 1 Snow Water Equivalent Map                                        2016 April – Jul Observed Streamflow         



Super El Nino Analog Years

   1998 April 1 Snow Water Equivalent Map                                        1998 April – Jul Observed Streamflow          



Super El Nino Analog Years

  1983 April 1 Snow Water Equivalent Map                                        1983 April – Jul Observed Streamflow          



Super El Nino Analog Years 

Water Year to Date October 1 – March 31 for each winter. 

                                   2016                                             1998                                        1983          



Why we study the Pacific Ocean ?   It’s Huge!

Pacific Ocean view you don’t always see. 

SOI Correlation Map with spring /summer runoff.

 Same relationship can be found with Sea Surface Temps. 

Key is – what happens during July-Nov correlates with our 

winter snowfall and summer streamflow in Western US.



Strong El Nino Years



Sep 2025 – 

first ENSO Outlook I saw

El Nino is setting up for Winter 2026-27. I’ve never seen 

them calling this out so early, so must be feeling confident.  

They even mention possible El Nino continuing into 

2027-28, recently I’ve possible La Nina for second year. 

Good to see 

CPC upgraded 

now showing 

Strength 

Probabilities 

for this El Nino 

to reach Very 

Strong. 



https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2026/05/12/super-el-nino-1877-population-impacts/

Anybody got any 1800s historic climate or river data for Idaho?  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2026/05/12/super-el-nino-1877-population-impacts/
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Ada County Flood History

Sorted high to low by 

CFS

Largest floods from snow 

melt during the April – 

Jun runoff period

Duration of high-water 

event (days of volume 

above flood flood stage) 

is critical to understand 

flood impacts.

7,000 CFS current Boise River Flood Stage



Years Following Strong El Nino Events.           2025 Runoff updated in Red box 

2025 Runoff - only a few basins had near normal runoff, and a few less than 80% of average. 

2025 March Forecasts were looking good but record dry Apr/May/Jun dissolved the higher flow predictions.

Here’s a runoff 

summary about 

the year after 

Strong El Nino 

years.

Next post – 

more detailed 

analysis to 

zoom into your 

backyard / 

watershed to 

see past Strong 

El Nino impacts 

as we wait & 

watch to see if 

history repeats !
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