
Where’s the Snow and Flow Going to Be in 2026 ?

Summary of the 4 Rivers Lottery includes:

• Analog Years for this winter are: 

 1967-68     1981-82        2017-18     2001-02 is/was a runner up

 1982 was very wet and is not tracking with this winter’s storms track, 

 except possible in the Selway basin. 

• April 1 Westwide Snowpack for Analog Years Compared to This Year

• Idaho Current Snowpack & Water Year to Date Precipitation

• Current Snowpack and Water Supply Forecasts for the Selway, MF, Salmon and 

Hells Canyon with Comparisons to Analog Years Observed Runoff.

Users should use full range of Streamflow Exceedance Forecasts for possible 

runoff options for this year as we wait to see what Mother Nature brings us in the 

2nd half of winter… 



Analog Years Based on Current 

SOI, ONI and PDO conditions:

1967-68     1981-82        2017-18

 2001-02 is/was a runner up







April 1  1968 Snowpack                              |         April 1  1982     |                       April 1  2002

April 1 Westside Snowpack % of Average for Analog Years 

Based on SNOTEL & Snow Course  



April 1  2018 Snowpack                    Jan 22,  2026 Snowpack

April 1 Westside Snowpack % of Average for Analog Year and this Year 

Best matching Analog Year is 

/ was 2018 - with better snow 

in Montana and less in SW 



Westwide Water Year to Date Precipitation   

Oct 1 - Jan 21,  2026

This winter need to watch Water Year to 

Date Precip as much of the West is above 

normal because warm Fall/Winter Temps 

allowed much of this moisture to fall as 

rain rather than snow.

Ahhh, still dreaming if all this moisture 

would have fallen as snow and we would 

be today…



Idaho       Water Year to Date Precipitation Oct 1 – Jan 21                                        Snowpack Jan 21,  2026 



SWE Selway Basin 86% 

Tracking 2025 and 2002 so far

Analog Years: 

1981-82 2001-02   2017-18

2026
Data issue or good 

storm, check data 

next time



Water Year to Date Precip

Selway Basin 115% 

Better than analog years so far, 

maybe data issue

Analog Years: 

1981-82 2001-02   2017-18



Twin Lakes SWE in Selway River headwaters

Tracking 2025 and 2002 so far 

 

Analog Years: 

1967-68 1981-82 2001-02   2017-18

2018

2026



NWS Water Supply Forecasts Jan 22,  2026

Apr-Sep Period       % of Normal 

Selway River 79%

Salmon at White Bird 84%

MF Salmon River 98%

Snake River Hells Canyon 87%



Apr-Jul % of Average

2026   79% Forecast

2025        81% Observed

2018 133% Observed

2002 107% Observed 

1982 138% Observed

1968        94% Observed



Below Clearwater Basin Jan 1 Snowpack vs. Elevation 65%                  Above Selway Jan 23 Snowpack  vs Elevation 80% 



Below Salmon Basin Jan1 Snowpack vs. Elevation 98%                  Above MF Jan 23 Snowpack  vs Elevation 94% 



SWE Salmon Basin 92% 

Tracking 2025 and 2002 so far

Analog Years: 

1981-82 2001-02   2017-18



Banner Summit SWE MF River Headwaters

Tracking 2018 so far 

 

1981-82 2001-02   2017-18

2018

2026



Apr-Jul % of Average

2026   96% Forecast

2025   88% Observed

2018 114% Observed

2002  71% Observed 

1982 193% Observed

1968        55% Observed 

  



Apr-Jul % of Average

2026   84% Forecast

2025        84% Observed

2018 119% Observed

2002  82% Observed 

1982 161% Observed

1968        87% Observed 

  





1982

2018

2002
2026

2026

Bonus Slides from Jan 10 

Deadwood Summit 

Current SWE & Water Year to 

Date Precipitation Compared to 

Analog Years 1982, 2002, 2018 

1982

2002

2018



1982

2002

2018

2026

2026

Bonus Slides from Jan 10 

Owyhee Basin 

Current SWE & Water Year to 

Date Precipitation Compared to 

Analog Years 1982, 2002, 2018 

1982

2002

2018
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