
Happy New Water Year 2026 !

May this year be better than last year !

Here’s a Summary about:

1. Last year’s winter snowpack and spring/summer runoff to see how the forecasts did.

 Always good to verify your forecasts rather then just talking about them. 

2. 2025 April 1 Snowpack – looking good !

3. Spring Precipitation – what happened ?

4. Summer Precipitation – not much better.

5. Fall Precipitation – October storms are moving in with half the month still come.

6. Winter Outlooks – lots of outlooks out there. Find your favorite, watch, learn and see how they preform.

7. Here are some I still watch and a few more. We’ll talk about Pete’s analog years of 1968, 1982 & 2018, and 

Runner Up year 2001-02. And interesting Severe Weather Europe Oct 21 post that shows similarities  

with 1981-82 winter !!!

Get Ready to Enjoy the Ride & Let It Snow !!



This has been fun to watch over the years – Years Following Strong El Nino Events.  2025 Runoff is updated at the bottom. 

2025 - Only a few basins had normal runoff, and a few were less than 80% of average. 

The early Mar Forecasts were looking pretty good ! Now I must wait for another strong El Nino year to share again.



Maybe we’ll see an El Nino sooner then we 

think… Always interesting learning and 

watching what drives the Pacific. We’ll keep 

an eye on this for winter of 2026-2027. 

For details and ads: https://www.severe-
weather.eu/long-range-2/la-nina-has-formed-winter-
2025-2026-latest-impacts-el-nino-reversal-united-states-
canada-europe-fa/
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Why we study and wonder about the Pacific?   It’s Huge!

Here’s a Pacific Ocean view you don’t always see and 

explanation of the SOI correlation with our western 

watershed's spring /summer runoff. Same relationship can be 

found using the Pacific's sea surface temps. 

Key is – what happens July-Nov in Pacific doesn’t stay in the 

Pacific and correlates with our winter snowfall and summer 

streamflow in Western US.



2025 April 1 snow was near average or better except 

for the SW US. Way to go Klamath – just what you 

needed after removing the dams and to help the fish! 

This also brought good snowfall to SW and West 

Central Idaho.

Bogus Basin reached 100” of snow depth for the 8th 

time since 1942. Way to go Bogus!  

Lessons learned - Spring Precipitation can make 

your break the streamflow runoff forecasts. And 

it shattered them this year. This map shows 

PNW amounts were much below, Bottom 10% 

and even pushing RECORD DRIEST.  



Lessons Learned – lack of Spring Precipitation 

pushed runoff forecasts down to the minimum 

forecast volumes, the 90% Exceedance levels.

I’ve seen spring precip impact projected runoff 

when it was 75 or 125% of normal, but I don’t 

recall having a near normal snowpack and record 

low spring precip like this year.

Many Lessoned Learned and a runoff year to 

remember. 



Summer brought some 

precip pushing normal 

or better in Idaho, but 

nothing to brag about 

because we all know 

how little normal rains 

are in a western 

summer. 



Fall Precip so far, shows storms 

are moving in, and some are huge. 

Mountains of SW Colorado 

received 8-12”, SLC is pushing new 

monthly precip records with half of  

of Oct still to come. Washington 

was dry but not for long.  



Old News from Sept 25 -  Blob is mixing away 

from recent major storms. 

What  is really needed – are studies about what 

causes onset of these warm spots – winds, 

ocean currents, underwater sea volcanoes… 

never stop learning and wondering. 



Short term forecasts are looking wet 

with abundant moisture that will 

increase soil moisture and low 

streamflow levels. 

And hopefully set the track for winter 

future storms.  



Snapshot of current river flow for October 19, 2025 

Red Much Below or Record Low  --- Blue Much Above Avg --- Black Record High

Click here next week to see  
difference a week makes:
https://dashboard.waterdat
a.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/


You can see here how the early October rains already benefitted soil moisture in the 

mountains around Banner Summit. This was when ITD closed Hwy 21 to complete 

roadwork. Current soil moisture levels, 2026, are approaching levels where they 

crept up to in early January 2025. 

This is all good news to improve forest conditions and runoff for next spring.  



More good news with 

the 6-10 and 8-14 Day 

Outlooks looking 

promising into early 

November. 



And NOAA’s 3 - 4 week 

Outlook and November 

Outlooks also show 

better chance for 

above normal chance 

of precip. 



Winter Outlooks:

NOAA’s 3-month winter forecast Outlook for Dec-Jan-Feb also 

looks encouraging for the PNW as they flow with typical La Nina 

trends – wetter and cooler across the Canada / US border.  



Lots of forecasts 

available to 

watch and 

wonder about…

Here’s a new one!



There are different ways to look at La 

Nina conditions / impacts. 

One could be a lumper and lump ALL    

La Nina winters together or splitter and 

analyze by Weak, Moderate or Strong 

conditions, or current conditions.



If you are a splitter, let’s have a some fun & look at the whole winter based on these analog years.

Pete’s been watching the Pacific for a while and how each year sets up primally by watching the 

SOI, ONI and PDO. Current analog years based on current conditions are:

1967-68 1981-82 2017-18   2001-02 is a runner up.

These years many still change as Jul-Nov is the key Pacific period to watch. 



ENSO-neutral

Southern Oscillation Index (SOI)

El Niño

La Niña

(1966-1967; 1980-1981; 2016-2017)

Sept SOI 

analogs were 

all in the 

ENSO-neutral 

range

Sept 2025 SOI 

(0.0) reflected 

ENSO-neutral 

conditions



Strong

Moderate

ENSO-neutral

El Niño

Oceanic Niño Index (ONI)

(1966-1967; 1980-1981; 2016-2017)

La Niña

Weak

Strong

Moderate

July – Sept 

ONI analogs 

were all in cool 

ENSO-neutral 

range

Weak

July – Sept 

2025 ONI       

(-0.3°C) in cool 

ENSO-neutral 

range



North Pacific Ocean
(Poleward of 20°N Latitude)

Cool Phase

Sept 2025  

PDO (-2.38) 

remained in 

the “Cool” 

Phase

(1966-1967; 1980-1981; 2016-2017) Sept PDO 

analogs in 

“Neutral” or 

“Cool” Phase

Warm Phase

Neutral Phase



Forecast Highlights

◼  This forecast is based on weather that occurred during the (1967-68; 

1981-82; 2017-18) analog years. 2001-02 was a “runner-up” (not used).

◼  Heightened chances of a windstorm (south winds) for the western 

zones in November & December (based on the 1967 & 1981 analogs).

◼  November looks mild.  Large variation in temperatures among the 

analogs in December and January lowers forecast confidence.  Extremes 

in either direction are possible (the analog “blend” skews slightly mild).

◼  Precipitation forecast is also tricky, with analogs showing wide-ranging 

solutions.  Once gain, their “blend” produces a “near-average” rain and 

mountain snow, but that can be misleading.  Significant departures from 

average are possible and chances for “extreme” events are heightened.

Disclaimer:  This forecast is not associated with NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center (CPC).  See 

“Forecasting Methods…” at: https://www.oregon.gov/oda/natural-resources/pages/weather.aspx.

https://www.oregon.gov/oda/natural-resources/pages/weather.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/natural-resources/pages/weather.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/natural-resources/pages/weather.aspx


Here’s a good visual to view these current analog 

years and their strengths with other years:

 1967-68 1981-82 2017-18   2001-02 runner up.



Let’s take this one step farther and look 

at winter snowfall for these years: 

1967-68 1981-82 2017-18  

Montana’s daily SWE data starts in mid-

1960s for a few sites and provides a 

quick an easy way to see what the winter 

brought.  1982 was huge! 

2018



Likewise, for Twin Lakes in the Selway 

River headwaters, 68 & 82 were big.

Winter snowfall for current analog years: 

1967-68 1981-82 2017-18  

2018



1982

2002

2018

For the Boise Basin – 1982 was huge while 

2002 and 2028 were near normal. 

Winter snowfall for analog years: 

1981-82    2017-18      2001-02 Runner Up



1982

2002

2018

Similar in Payette Basin – 1982 was huge 

while 2002 and 2028 were near normal. 

Winter snowfall for analog years: 

1981-82  2017-18     2001-02 Runner Up



1982

2002

2018

1982

2018

2002

MF Salmon and Selway show similar snow 

accumulation trends for these years. 

1981-82  2017-18     2001-02 Runner Up



1982

2002

2018

1982

2018

2002

Owyhee & Upper Snake above Jackson Lake. 

1981-82  2017-18     2001-02 Runner Up



Extent of Siberian Snow Cover is 

another early index to watch and see 

how large of an area it covers and 

influences the jet stream. Current 

snow cover is better than last year 

and expected to grow even more.



https://www.severe-weather.eu/global-
weather/polar-vortex-early-disruption-
brings-colder-weather-winter-2025-2026-
united-states-canada-europe-fa/

For those that like details, this was 

posted Oct 21 and shows similarities 

with Polar Vortex and the 1981-82 

winter. We’ll keep an eye on these 

analog years and update as needed. 
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