
Never Underestimate the Power of Rain to Produce Runoff 

Here a summary of the Guadalupe River’s massive flood wave 

moving down river & update for Idaho Rivers – how low can we go.

Idaho’s 300% of Average Precipitating 

July 1-8 in central Idaho doesn’t compare 

with percentages in central Texas.

 Need to look at inches. 



Rain to Runoff 



River gages on the Guadalupe River. 





The Guadalupe River rose from 23 cfs July 4 at 10:00 pm to it’s 
peaked of 35,000 cfs July 5 at  4:15am in 6 hours and 15 minutes. 
The river height gage height rose from about 2 to 30 feet. 



Snapshot of current river flow for today, July 10, 2025 
(USGS forgot to date their maps) 

Red Record Low  --- Black Record High. 



The upper Snake is typically a late peaker but 
dropped like a rock with after peaking from the 
dry Spring and is now Record Low based on 41 
years of data.

How low can we go this summer without rain 
to feed the rivers ? 



The Upper Snake River is similar but even 
lower than 2021 than had a smaller snowpack. 



Moving downriver from the Snake 
Headwaters, here’s flow updates.

 
Most Projected Recession Flows are 

based on the streamflow exceedances 
projections in the 20 to 10 percentiles.  













4th of July rain helped 
push flows out  a bit…







Low flows in the St. Joe are similar 
to 2001 another low runoff year.





Bonus Slides : 

Ever wonder about 

comparing the big 

rivers across the 

country and how the 

flow compares… 

Here’s today’s 

snapshot:

Columbia around 

150K

Ohio around 200K

Missouri at 100K 

and

Mighty Mississippi 

at 650K CFS 
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