
5-Day Total Precipitation Forecast for 

May 31-Jun 5 shows moisture in 

central & northern Idaho from major 

AR hitting the Cascades. 

2nd 7-Day 

Precipitation 

Outlook shows 

more moisture 

moving in north 

central Idaho. 

May 31, 2024 

Updates for Lochsa, Selway, Owyhee 

Bruneau & More Idaho Rivers 

Current /  Future Weather 

to see what’s happening.



We’ll keep an eye 

on the weather – 

these two GFS 

runs show total 

precipitation thru 

Jun 8 and thru 

Jun 16. 



2024 Lolo Pass SWE  

was similar to 2013 

2001 and 2007.

2024 Lolo Pass SWE 

peaked at 18.8” on Apr 10 

and melted out May 21. In 

Below Average years, the 

snowmelt peak flow 

occurs when the site is 

78% melted, when 4.1” 

remains this year which 

was May 15. 



2024 Crater Meadows SWE – 

could not find similar SWE 

year to this year, low SWE 

peak with a cool May that 

delayed melt by this much . 



NWS Forecast & Trend shows 

another increase next week with 

AR moving in. 

Previous run from May 28 below.

Keep in mind the Snow2Flow Relationship is based on 

snowmelt relationship with snowmelt peak flows. 

Any given day with rain or hot temps can generate 

additional peaks or a higher peak for the season. 



Runoff for similar snow year.

2024 May-Jul Runoff Volume 

Forecast is 790 KAF.

1995 May-Jul Runoff Volume 

was 1020 KAF, higher than the 

forecast. We’ll see how much 

moisture the AR brings and 

then find best recession flow 

year after next week’s 

increase. 



Lochsa River May-Jul Volume 

Streamflow Forecast 76% of avg,

790 KAF 

with a range of 560 to 1030 KAF

May 1, 2004

Lochsa & Selway Rivers Streamflow Forecasts

Selway River May-Jul Volume 

Streamflow Forecast 77% of avg,

1250 KAF 

with a range of 945 to 1550 KAF



2024 Selway 

Snow similar to 

2007 and 1980. 



2024 Twin Lakes SWE is 

similar to 1980 2007 2016 

and 2001.

2024 Twin Lakes SWE 

peaked at 26.6” on Apr 

11 and is at 11.5” today. 

The snowmelt peak flow 

occurs when the site is 

33% melted, which is 

when 17.8” remains, and 

occurred May 16.



NWS Forecast & Trend shows flows 

increasing with AR moving in next 

week. 

Previous run from May 28 below.

Keep in mind the Snow2Flow Relationship is based on 

snowmelt relationship with snowmelt peak flows. 

Any given day with rain or hot temps can generate 

additional peaks or a higher peak for the season. 



Runoff for similar snow years.

2024 May-Jul Runoff Volume Forecast is 1250 KAF.

2020 May-Jul volume was 1970 KAF, much higher 

than the current forecast.

1988 May-Jul volume was 1225 KAF, similar to May 1 

forecast of 1250 KAF.





The amazing Owyhee, recession flows are similar to last year and 1982 .



We’ll keep watching the Bruneau to see if there 

is snow or rain for another increase or not. 













A couple years to watch… 

there’s enough snow in 

the higher elevation Big 

Lost basin to generate 

another increase and help 

sustain recession flows.
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