
May 1-28 Total Precipitation ranges from 50-

100% of normal across the state.  

May 1-28 Daily Mean Temperatures 

remained below normal for month

May 30, 2024 

Snow2Flow Update for

MF & Main Salmon Rivers 



7-Day Total Precipitation Forecast for 

May 30-Jun 6 shows some moisture 

in central & northern Idaho. 

1st & 2nd 7-Day 

Precipitation 

Outlook shows 

more of the same 

for both periods. 

Current / Future Weather to see what’s 

happening.



May 30 Banner Summit - NWS Forecast shows temps 

pushing 60F and above freezing night temps with a 

chance of rain next week.

PNA tracking near zero line but not as positive in early 

June as pervious run was trending. 



2024 Banner Summit 

SWE similar to 2020

2024 Banner Summit 

peaked at 21.2” on Apr 

11. 

On Average, the 

snowmelt peak occurs 

when the site is 61% 

(or 71%) melted, which 

was 8.2” (6.1”) and 

occurred May 16-18. 



May 30 NWS Forecast & Trend shows 

another increase with return of warm temps.

There is enough remaining snow to generate 

another peak. The question remains – will 

next increase be less, equal or greater than 

the previous high peak on May 17 of 6820 

mean daily CFS.

Previous run below from May22 to show 

changes.

Keep in mind the Snow2Flow Relationship is based 

on snowmelt relationship with snowmelt peak flows. 

Any given day with rain or hot temps can generate 

additional peaks or a higher peak for the season. 



MF Salmon River Runoff for 

2020, a similar snow year. 

2024 May-Jul Volume Runoff 

Forecast is for 495 KAF.

2020 – Runoff Volume was 580 

KAF

2024 flow pattern is similar to 

2020. Combined with similar 

snow year, this should be a 

good flow pattern to watch 

until more is learned after full 

recession flows occur. 



2024 Deadwood Summit SWE is 

similar to 2020 and 2021.

Always nice to look at another 

snow site that still has snow 

when streamflow increases are 

still possible.



May 30 NWS Whitebird Forecast & Trend 

shows another dip and peak as flows responds 

to changes in snowmelt rates that are driven 

by day & night air temps. 

Nice to look at the big picture, full season, and 

the STP Extended Forecast shows full 

recession flows starting soon. 



Salmon River at White Bird Runoff for similar snow years.

2024 May-Jul Runoff Volume Forecast is 3750 KAF.

2020 May-Jul Runoff Volume was 5325 KAF.

2021 May-Jul Runoff Volume was 2778 KAF.

Interesting comparison of these two similar snow years 

and resulting streamflow/peaks.

With this year’s May-July Runoff Volume forecast in 

between these two years, it probably a safe bet this year’s 

flows will be between these years. 



Salmon River at White Bird May-Jul 

Volume Streamflow Forecast 78% of avg,

3750 KAF 

with a range of 2810 to 4690 KAF

May 1, 2004

MF & Salmon Rivers 

Streamflow Forecasts

MF Salmon River May-Jul Volume 

Streamflow Forecast 75% of avg,

495 KAF 

with a range of 370 to 620 KAF
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