
April 23, 2024 Bruneau, Owyhee & Salmon Falls 

Snow2Flow Update

Snow Water Map With below normal precip April 1-

24 across the state and little 

expected in next 7 days, 

streamflow volumes are 

decreasing from April 1 release. 



Apr-Jul Volume streamflow forecasts:

Apr 1 NRCS: 310 KAF, 176% 

Apr 23 NWS: 213 KAF, 121% 



2024 Bear Creek similar to 1985 and 1989. 

Snowmelt streamflow peak occurs when Bear Creek is about 64% melted. 

SWE peaked at 23.1, currently at 17.0

64% melted occurs when 8.3” of SWE remains



Nice to have agreement !

Snow2Flow Relationship is showing another peak or 

increase from remaining snow to melt. 

Future weather will determine if next peak exceeds the Apr 

15 peak of 2000 cfs.

Next slide shows short and longer NWS flow trends, but a 

June 1 peak seems late when compared to similar runoff 

years of 1985 and 1989.

Interesting to note that the Apr-Jul volume for both years, 

1985 and 1989, was 194 and 182 KAF. This falls in line with 

NWS prediction volume of 213 KAF from Apr 23.  





April 23, 2024 

Owyhee 

Snow2Flow Update







• South Mnt., elevation 6400 ft, peaked Apr 9 with 24.2” and is now at 12.0” of SWE. 

• Snowmelt peak flow generally occurs when the site is 30% melted which 

happened when SWE reached on 16.9” on April 18.

• Based on above flow graphs, peaks occurred Apr 5 around 10,000 cfs from low 

and mid elevation melt, and Apr 15 around 9000 cfs from rain and snow 

precipitation event. 

• Remaining snow will help to sustain flows.



2024 Salmon Falls SWE 

similar to 1985 and 1989.

April 23, 2024 Salmon Falls Snow2Flow Update





2024 Magic Mountain SWE 

similar to 2006 and 1989.

Magic Mountain peaked Apr 27 with 

27.4” and is now at 21.9” of SWE. 

Snowmelt peak flow generally occurs 

when the site is 61% melted, which will 

occur when 10.7” of SWE remains.



2024 Pole Creek RS SWE 

similar to 2023, 2006, 1985 

and 1989.

Pole Creek RS peaked Apr 11 with 

23.9” and is now at 22.0” of SWE. 

Snowmelt peak flow generally occurs 

when the site is 42% melted which will 

occur when 13.9” of SWE remains.



Snow2Flow Relationship shows another peak or 

increase from remaining snow to melt is still to come. 

Future weather will determine if next peak exceeds 

the Apr 16 peak of 736 cfs.

Apr-Jul volume for both years, 1985 and 1989, was 85 

and 70 KAF. This falls in line with NWS volume 86 

KAF from Apr 23 forecast.

2006 runoff volume was much higher at 129 KAF 

which is closer to NRCS’s Apr 1 volume forecast of 

110 KAF.



NWS short term forecast and trend 

shows another peak this week.
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