
2023 Bear Creek SWE is similar to 2006 and 1982. A snowmelt peak 

occurs when Bear Ck is 64% melted. That would be 10” of SWE. Today 

12.4” SWE remains. Current snow will sustain flows or increase with 

rains this week while soils are near saturation.



Bear Creek has been melting 1.2 to 1.5” /day since May 15 (Change in SWE column 7) with daily 

Air Temp Avg (last column) 46 to 51 F. Snow to feed river starts running out when SWE is 64% 

melted (column 6) which is when 10” SWE remains, currently at 12.4”. Without more input, RAIN, 

flows will start dropping, but remember Owyhee stayed higher longer than expected this year…







Interesting, similar 2100 cfs flow plateau occurred in 1952. Its all about the watershed and square miles in this 8000 

elevation foot band with similar aspect that the Bear Creek SNOTEL site monitors. This is why this Bear Creek 

SNOTEL is a key site for the Bruneau Watershed.

Link to Bear Creek data.

https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/site?sitenum=321

https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/site?sitenum=321


Why its important to understand how much snow remains 

and snow2flow relationships in watersheds to 

produce/sustain flows. 

Left - May 12 & 18 Forecast & Trend runs.

Below May 22 run showing potential increase, possibly from 

rain (?), cooler temps arrived with yesterday’s cold front.



Owyhee snow & flow

tracked 1982 very close. 
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