






Owyhee Basin snow is more than 

twice normal and similar to 1982.



From Kara Ferguson BSU 
Owyhee River snowmelt peak occurs when:

• Mud Flat is ~15% melted (canopy changed) and / or

• South Mnt is ~30% melted  (BETTER to USE)

Mud Flat, elevation 5730 ft, less 

than 1982 probably due to 

recent Juniper chaining around 

site and opening canopy. 



From Kara Ferguson BSU 
Owyhee River snowmelt peak occurs when:

• Mud Flat is ~15% melted (canopy changed) and / or

• South Mnt is ~30% melted  (BETTER to USE)

South Mountain, elevation 6500 ft, snow 

is similar to 1982. Snowmelt generated 

one peak, cooler temps will reduce water 

feeding streams. Snow is not 30% 

melted. Additional snow melt and / or rain 

will sustain flows or produce additional 

peaks especially with rain. 





2011 had multiple 

peaks from each 

passing storm, 

volume was 973 KAF. 

With minimal runoff 

so far, more runoff 

will be pushed into 

spring months.



1999 is one similar 

snow year need to 

review other high 

runoff years prior to 

SNOTEL installation 

with volume forecasts. 















2011 accumulated 

snow into early May, 

time will tell when 

this year’s snowfall 

starts melting. 
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