


Owyhee Basin snow is twice normal, better 

than 2011 and still tracking 1982 because  

March precipitation was 177% of normal.



From Kara Ferguson BSU 
Owyhee River snowmelt peak occurs when:

• Mud Flat is ~15% melted (canopy changed) and / or

• South Mnt is ~30% melted  (BETTER to USE)

Mud Flat, elevation 5730 ft, 

delayed snow melt from cold 

temps. Similar to 1983. Juniper 

chaining 10 years ago removed 

site’s canopy, otherwise SWE 

may be higher and similar to 

2011 and 1982. 



From Kara Ferguson BSU 
Owyhee River snowmelt peak occurs when:

• Mud Flat is ~15% melted (canopy changed) and / or

• South Mnt is ~30% melted  (BETTER to USE)

South Mountain, elevation 6500 ft, 

snow is better than 2011 and less 

than 1982. 



Based on Apr-Jul Forecasts, runoff volumes 

could be in the 400-700 KAF range.

Or about 150% of normal.



2011 had multiple 

peaks from each 

passing storm, 

volume was 973 KAF. 

With minimal runoff 

so far, more runoff 

will be pushed into 

spring months.



1982 had big early 

peak with Apr-Jul 

volume of 494 KAF.. 

With minimal runoff 

so far, more runoff 

will be pushed into 

spring months.



We know we have a good Owyhee 

snowpack. We’ll see a flow increase this 

week. 

Overall, temps remain below normal thru 

April 18. 

Future streamflow peaks will be determined 

by spring temperatures and/or spring rain.





2023 and 2011



Brundage Reservoir 

snow is 109% of normal, 

better than 2022 and a 

tracking 2011.



Payette Basin as a whole is

128% of normal because of 

southern storm track and 

similar to 2011. 



From Kara Ferguson BSU Thesis 

Owyhee River snowmelt peak occurs when:

• Mud Flat is ~15% melted (canopy changed)

and / or

• South Mnt is ~30% melted  (BETTER to USE)
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Basin is ready to flow: 

Cold temps has kept all snow in 

place. When warm temps arrive, it 

could melt fast producing rapid 

flow increases like last year. 

Adding rain, will extend high water 

season. 
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